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By: Carol Schneider
Title:  Watercolor Ecosystem Painting
Grade Level:  5th 
Subject:  Science
Content Covered:  Ecosystems
Materials Needed: 
1. Watercolor paper
1. Watercolor paints and brush
1. Water
1. Pencil
Procedure: 
1. Create a watercolor chart that displays eight different visual effects using a single color.   Divide the watercolor paper into eight blocks.  Use the following titles create each visual effect into its own block.  The chart is used as a reference for techniques.  
a) Wet Brush – Use a wet paintbrush to create a symbol in the block.  
b) Wet Blotted with Paper Towel – Use your paint brush to paint a small area in the block.  Then, take a paper towel and blot the paint.
c) Wet Gradation – Start at the top of the block and paint across the paper.  Continue painting down and across the paper with only adding water to the brush.
d) Wet Paint on Wet Paper – Paint the block with water only.  Then go back and paint over the water with paint.
e) Scratched Dry Paint – Paint the block making sure to make it heavy.  After drying, scratch the paint with finger or small object.
f) Paint over Dry Rubber Paint – Make a design in the block with rubber glue.  Let dry.  Paint over the rubber design.
g) Salt Sprinkled on Wet Paint – Paint the block and sprinkle salt over the paint.
h) Dry Brush – Squeeze the water out of the paintbrush and paint in the block until the brush is dry.
1. Using a pencil, sketch the major contour lines of the ecosystem you chose to paint on a piece of watercolor paper.
1. Referring to your watercolor chart, consider what visual effects would be appropriate where. 
1. Using one color only, paint your ecosystem.  Consider using layers for details and darker values.
1. Show all eight visual effects in your painting.
Extensions:
	This lesson can be adapted to fit any content in any subject.  Example:  Story settings, habitats, shapes, seasons, landscapes, food groups, continents, matter, etc…
Teacher Comments:
	I suggest that you take 2 days for this lesson.  The chart alone can take up to 45 minutes to an hour to create.  
Resources:  
This lesson is adapted from Lesley University Instructor of Art and Visual Inquiry professor Barbara Baer.  

[image: ][image: ]



image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
an oloHed wdation Y Pos

Wet brush :ﬁtpl\? Yowel et § lf:mv\p“:pu'
rodched Rank over Aoy | Salk sprinkled

dry PO uldoex ?a(r\-\- on wet Pk





