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By: Carol Schneider
Title:  Three Branches of Government Tableaux
Grade Level:  5th 
Subject:  Social Studies
Content Covered:  Government Branches
Materials Needed:
1. Props
Procedure:
1. Review the three branches of government with the students (Legislative, Executive, and Judicial).
2. Explain to students that a tableaux is a dramatic activity where a group of students are asked to physically construct a significant scene from literature through body placement, facial expressions, and the use of a few props.  Remind them that some talking is aloud during a tableaux.  
3. Put students into groups of 4 or 5.
4. Give the students about 15 to 20 minutes to create a tableaux that demonstrates all three branches of government.  
5. Each group will perform their tableaux to the rest of the class.  
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Always debrief at the end of the lesson so students know what they were supposed to learn.
Extensions:
	This lesson can be adapted to fit any content in any subject area
Assessment:
	I did an informal assessment as each group was performing their tableaux. 
Teacher Comments:
	Having a box or bin of props on hand work well.  For example:  old hats, caps, masks, costumes, instruments, posters, etc…	
Resources:  
This lesson is adapted from Lesley University Instructor of Drama and Critical Literacy professor Thomas Hart.
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