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By: Carol Schneider
Title: Personal Story - Writing and Storytelling
Grade Level:  5th 
Subject: Language Arts
Content Covered:  Narrative writing that includes setting, plot, and characters.
Materials Needed:
· Paper
· Pencil
· Index cards
· Marker
· White board
Procedure:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Teacher will introduce storytelling by giving a little background and then tell personal story.
2. Teacher will ask questions about the sequence of her story and write them on the white board.
3. Teacher will ask about the setting, plot, and characters of the story and write them on the white board.
4. Teacher and students will brainstorm different family stories that students might use as a guide to get started.
5. Students will do some pre-writing on different ideas or stories that they wish to write and tell about.
6. Students will create a draft of their story in a narrative form (beginning, middle, and end).
7. Students will then be grouped in fours and asked to practice telling their story without looking at the paper.  Teacher will remind students not to memorize their story, but to use their own words to retell their story.
8. Next, students will be regrouped and asked to tell their story to their peers. 
9. Each student will have a rubric to fill out for everyone in their group.  After each person has told their story, everyone else in the group will fill out a rubric for that person.  All the rubrics will be collected at the end for teacher review.  
10. Students will turn in their written narrative for a writing narrative grade.
11. As a whole group, teacher will ask questions such as:  what went well, what didn’t go well, what you would do different next time, what higher order thinking did you have to do, etc….
Assessment:  See below


	
		Story Telling : Storytelling Rubric

Student Name:     ________________________________________






	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Characters 
	The main characters are named and clearly described (through words and/or actions). The audience knows and can describe what the characters look like and how they typically behave. 
	The main characters are named and described (through words and/or actions). The audience has a fairly good idea of what the characters look like. 
	The main characters are named. The audience knows very little about the main characters. 
	It is hard to tell who the main characters are. 

	Role Shifting 
	Shifts roles smoothly almost all the time. It is very easy for the audience to tell which character is speaking. 
	Shifts roles pretty well. It is usually easy for the audience to tell which character is speaking 
	Tried to do role shifting, but it wasn't very successful. It often was hard for the audience to tell which character is speaking. 
	Did not attempt role shifting. It was very difficult for the audience to tell which character was speaking. 

	Voice 
	Always speaks loudly, slowly and clearly. Is easily understood by all audience members all the time 
	Usually speaks loudly, slowly and clearly. Is easily understood by all audience members almost all the time. 
	Usually speaks loudly and clearly. Speaks so fast sometimes that audience has trouble understanding. 
	Speaks too softly or mumbles. The audience often has trouble understanding. 

	Acting/dialogue 
	The student uses consistent voices, facial expressions and movements to make the characters more believable and the story more easily understood. 
	The student often uses voices, facial expressions and movements to make the characters more believable and the story more easily understood. 
	The student tries to use voices, facial expressions and movements to make the characters more believable and the story more easily understood. 
	The student tells the story but does not use voices, facial expressions or movement to make the storytelling more interesting or clear. 

	Duration 
	The storytelling lasts 5-7 minutes. 
	The storytelling lasts 4 or 8 minutes. 
	The storytelling lasts 9 minutes. 
	The storytelling lasts less than 3 minutes or more than 9 minutes. 



Total Points______________________________/20.



Comments:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Extensions:
	This lesson can be adapted to fit any content in any subject area.  Examples:  Storytelling on comprehension, social studies, science cycles, etc….
Resources:  
This lesson is adapted from Lesley University Instructor of Cultural History through Storytelling professor Abigail Jefferson.





