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Title: Benjamin Franklin Hot Seat
Grade Level:  5th 
Subject:  Social Studies
Content Covered:  Benjamin Franklin
Materials Needed:
· Background information on Benjamin Franklin (Article, textbook, biography, internet, encyclopedia, etc…)
· Costumes (optional)
Procedure:
1. Have the students become very familiar with Benjamin Franklin’s life and how he contributed to history.  You can do this research as a whole class, individually, or in partners.  Students should take notes about things they learn about him. 
2. You will split your class into 4-5 groups depending on the size of your class.  You want your groups to be large enough that you have one student playing the character of Benjamin Franklin and 4-5 students being interviewers firing questions at Benjamin Franklin.  
3. Pick one student from each group to become Benjamin Franklin.  These students need to become experts on Benjamin Franklin.  You may choose to have these students come up with costumes to make themselves look like their character.  
4. The other students need to decide on questions that they will ask Benjamin Franklin.  
5. Once the students are ready have “Benjamin Franklin” sit in a chair in the front of his group and the other students sit around him.
6. Students begin firing questions at Benjamin Franklin and Benjamin Franklin gets to answer the questions as accurately as possible with role playing.  
Assessment:
 Benjamin Franklin Hot Seat Rubric
	
	4
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	2
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Presentation
Content
	The student shows knowledge of at least four facts about Benjamin Franklin. 

	The student shows knowledge of at least three facts about Benjamin Franklin. 
	The student shows knowledge of at least two facts about Benjamin Franklin. 
	The student shows knowledge of at least one fact about Benjamin Franklin. 
	

	


Research
	The student is on task the majority of the time and takes a least one full page of notes.
	The student is on task the majority of the time and takes at least a half page of notes.
	The student is either off task the majority of the time or takes less than a half page of notes. 
	The student is off task most of the time and takes less than a half page of notes.
	

	



Effort/
Creativity
	The student answers/asks all his/her questions with complete sentences.  The student comes up with all creative questions/answers. 
	 The student answers/asks most of his/her questions with complete sentences.  The student comes up with some creative questions/answers.
	The student either answers/asks most of the questions with complete sentences or comes up with some creative questions/answers.
	The student does not answer/ask any of the questions with complete sentences and is not creative with any questions/answers.
	



Total Score:  __________/12
Comments: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Extensions:
	This lesson can be adapted to fit any content in any subject area.  Examples: You are an igneous rock hot seat, you are a character from a book, you are an animal, etc…  You could do this activity whole group as well.  You could have each group becoming an expert on a different person. 
Teacher Comments: 
	Students like this activity because they get to act and they get excited about being in the “hot seat”.  This lesson is a great way to get full engagement and have your students use higher order questioning.  
Resources:
This lesson is adapted from Lesley University Instructors, Abaigail Jefferson (storytelling) and Thomas Hart (drama).  
	
	


